"SCOUNDREL! INSOLENCE!"
such joyous mood that he asks permission to say in Rome: "If Italy does not carry out her duty under the Alliance to the last man, we too shall hold ourselves released in toto from our obligations, and shall consider Italy as having left the Triple Alliance."
Count Berchtold really deserves praise for not having approved this ludicrous proposal from his Ambassador. He saw in his mind's eye the Roman legal experts, after such a threat from their ally, wrap themselves in their robes and cry like Wotan: "Go, / cannot hold thee!" He suggested compensation if Austria, with Italy's support, made any conquests in the Balkans.
This offer was, however, far too small, and came far too late; for in the meantime England's decision had matured, and the peninsula, with its small fleet and undefended coastline, could not possibly venture on a naval war against the chief naval Power. San Giuliano accordingly demanded .pledges for his neutrality. Finally he let drop the name Trentino, whereupon Von Merey interrupted the conversation with these words:
"If ever in the course of our discussions during the past years I have shown an undiplomatic bluntness, I will now make good this error by refraining from returning a sottise in answer to your inadmissible suggestions"
With this phrase, which might come from the third act of a tragedy by Dumas, the Austrian statesman dismissed Italy, whom he was supposed to be courting, stepped politely back, and allowed her to throw herself into his rival's arms.
When, however, the Kaiser Wiihelm read Victor Emanuel's evasive telegram, not only did he write on the margin: "Scoundrel! Insolence!"-, but a true light broke on him, and with real understanding he noted:" Our Allies are dropping away from us like rotten apples even before war breaks out. A total collapse of both German and Austrian diplomacy. This should and could have been avoided" Never was Wiihelm II's vision clearer or his words juster.
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